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SPEECH OF HON. MABCUR J. PARROTT,
Delegate from Eanses,
Delivered in the U. S. House of Representatives,
March s, 1538,
Mr. Craremax —I need not apologize
' far venturing to avail myself of the in-
dulgence of the Committee, to submit
what [ have to say respecting the aifuirs
of Kansas. If any aspology were neces-
sary, I might find it mn the fact that a
Delegate from a distant Territory, [Gen.
Lane of Orégon] has seen it o go "be-
vond his own sphere of action, and  asssil
my constituents, in order to promote the
welfsre of his own, This is the short
rad to Execative favor. I refrain from
characterizing that speech as it deserves,
Lonly because T cannot do so consistently
with the proprieties of the place. In un-
dertaking to present the case of Kinsas,
1 shall not pursue that intangible, impal
pable, and somewhst protean - political
quantity, called *“popular sovereiguty,”
throngzh the iniricate mazes of theoretic
inquiry, but shall rather seek to unfold
its practical workings, as developed in
the chosen theatre of its operations, in
{he trial of some years, The stand-point
from which my vicws of thesubject are
taken isnot identical with that occupied
byany other person on either side of this
Chamber. 1 belonmm political organ-
jrafivn recognized . I have no party
to serve, and none to fear in treading this
ground, Sectional parties alone exist in
Kansas, No other conld exist, because
thegreat paramount issue, framed and
submitted to the people for their decis-
ion by Congress, in the passige of the
organic act, was a sectional question—the
question of Slavery. ~ SBharing in this
strngele, 1 have striven with my whole
beart and all my strength, for the su-
premacy of that class of domestio insti-
tutions which experience had demonstra.
ted to be best calculated to foster, ameli-
orata, enlarge, and improve the condition
of the free white iaboring men’ of the
country, and thereby to strengthen the
statility of Republican institutions, of
which this great interest is, iu my opivian,
the main stay. Although chosen as a
representative by those who favor this
system of government, subsequent devel-
opments have greatly enlarged the nnm-
ber of these for whom I speak.

The sectional issue which has hereto-
fore obtained, is swallowed up in a stilll
greater issue, precipitated upon us and |
upon the whole country, by the presenta-
tion here of the Lecompton Constitution.
When I stand here in my place, to plead
for the inherent right of the people of
Ransas to frame their fundamentsl law,
I may cluim without - exaggeration, to
speak for the whole people of Kunsas, ir-
respective of their party predilections.

The Kansas act guarantied to extend to
a1l who shonid settle under its provisious,
certain definitive political privileges, as
well for their protection as for their guid-
auce, whilst the country should remain in
sstateof pupilage. This act was char-
acterized by a declaration of the doctrine
of nos-intervention by Congress with the
subject of Slavery in the Territories,
# leaving the people therecf, perfectly free

to form and regzuiate their own domestic|
institutions in their own way, subjectonly |
to the Constitation of the United Statas’ |

It will appear by an analysis of this
general declaration, as found in the de-
tails of the tall, that the people were to
have the right of representation in this
branch of Congress, the uninterrupted

choice of & loeal Legislature, and the,

supervision of their local and municipal |
aTairs. The Constitution of the United
S:atos was extended in terms, over the
Territory, as indeed it would have been
without words to that effect—thus beyond
s doubt, securing to the citizens the add-
¢d privileges flowing from that instru-
ment, of a higher and more inviolable
kind than those conferred by simple Stat-
ute law,

These rights combined, made up the
sam of political power in the Terntory.
Noone will deny that thess were prom-
is2d, or that the faithof the country was
pledgad for the fullfilment of them, Yet
do they stand to day recorded on your
statute book, the plighted pledge of the
nation, broken, disregarded, dishonered, but |
totdisclaimed. These popular privilag—[
esand rights, in sapport of which the’
honor of & nation was concerned, have
baen all, without exception, without the
adthority of law, but in defiance of it
even withoas the apal of provocation,
Wantonly and conunually: violated.

3 Vaiozlu in this House, 'and hﬂl':ll

O%E by & us islature in_its
borders,” the rf:f;f,,““f.'; languished
under a dreary despotism, imposed by
foreign  domination, and maintained by
the d intervention of the military

:“lﬂf G:l'lemm:l;t. All lawful resist-

te as well as all appeals for redress

« bave bean stigmatized by epithets alike
’d‘”‘_'_lﬂ-’f untrie, y el

Without rights of any kind, we have

= been withaut remedy for wrongs, bowever.

fagract, A most merciless and persecu

Ung warfare has been carrled on against

‘]l: The hard earnings of oar industry

h“hecnswept away from us, by the

- nd of robliery ; our homes filled with

ear by the ceascless ion of rufli

iuvesied with tha color of law ; our lives]
il times

The many have been raled by the few.
8 nvader dominnted the i s ;
whoshould have had all the politi-

cal power, bave had novs ; and those who
Should have had nome, have bad ell,
fﬁr&:m“d :hMWL of qni:l‘,p;liﬂl

t through scenes 0-
lence, bloodehed, and. war, this. stats of
things has gone om until it haa, been cul-
SRR e s
k cy'ho.hw supported

-

1eMe now make n stand, demand-

or of the Presideot was in
‘he had been MM,hm from

ltf;m of the ; itory.
en ‘any  Territonial  Government in
Kansas. - The organic act failed to secnre
one, for two reasoss: lst, the intrusion
of pot-residents - volers ; and, 2ud, the
improper intervention of Federal power.
Prior in point of time to the passage of
this law, but in"anticipatisn of it, 2 secret
political society was formed in the west-
ern counties of Missouri. The object of
this society was to forestall the domestic
institutions of the yet unborn Territory by
unfair means. 'Through the mischievous
machinations of this association, working
by means of secret signs, oaths, aud ritu-
als, o most formidable power was coucen-
trated sud disciplined for the destruction

- tha first available cccasion, exer-
cise of physical force. An oceasion soon
occurred. A census of the inbabitants
and volers, preliminary to the election of
the first Legislative Assembly, a8 a basta
wpon which to apportion the representa-
tion, having been corapleted and return.
ed t the Governor, in_the Spring of 1855,
that officer, ufter regulating the details,
such as'defining the Districts, appointing
judges, &e, fixed the election for the 30th
of Mareh 1855,  Every intelligent man
in the country, knows what took place in
Kansas on the 30th of March, 1855, 1
shall not repeat details that are familiar
Yonly say this—that the secret society
unloosed its folds oun that day, avd poured

| its emissaries into the Territory, with the
avowed design of bearing down the pop-
ulation, and taking possession of the polls

Every precinct in the Territory but one
was carried by the invading’ herde, In
this manner and by such means, was the

right of the'people to chonse their own
local assembly wrested from them, and
the power incident thereto, lodged in the
bands of irrespousible invaders,

Being now securely entrenched  behind
the awful powersthus usurped from the
people, to whom they rizhtfully belonged,
the invaders met in the month of July,
and proceeded to enact their guilty de-

be denied that they are well adapted for
the objéet for which they were desizoed.
That object'of course was the retention of
the ill-gotten power of the 30th of March
in the hands of its then essors.  To
that end, it was becoming that they should
seek to destroy all the great aids by which
public opinion is generated and expressed.
They buried the ballot-box beneath in-

ous test oaths were skilfully contrived, by
means of which the clector should either
be thrust as a recusant from  the polls or
be debanchesl and demoralized by the
act of submissionto the test, Freedom of
speech was stifled ; the ball and chain the
collar and the lock, the halter and the
scaflold, were prescribed penalities for the
violstion of that salutary: provision of
despotism, that none shall mll in question
the title “ of tho powers that be.” 'The
press muzzled and the peoqlu gagged, the
far-reaching “influence of literature was
next assailed.

The imprimatur of the usurping As-
sembly was madeas & condition precedent
to the circulation of any printed matter

ed by the Fathers, as well as the bestap-
proved doctrines of our Democratic co-

| procustean bed. The Asserably tramplec
down the prespective rights of 1he peo-
ple to wuncipal officers of their own elec-
tion, and imposed upon them creatures of
the invading class, with a prohibition of
populsr election for two vears, * In short
they stretched acrost the whole fisld of
popular rights, as Congress had defined it,
a net-work of prefidiouslegislation, with
which to ensnare and finally enslave their
adversaries, Now lét me inquire what
the people *hus outraged and despoiled
-of their rights , had to say«to this busi-
ness ? Oa the 5th day- of Septembor,
shortly afterthe adjournment of the bogus
Assembly a Convention was held at Bis
Springs. 1t was the first public assemb-
lage of the real citizensof the Territory,
to consider the aspect of public affairs,

There never has| dictments, Scarcely an bovest man es-

of the popular rights in the Territory, on
-4

signs into the forms of Jaw, .Whalever|
else may be said of these laws, it casnot |

famous or impossible conditions ; invidi- |

of a political kind, The lessons baqueath- |

{ eaped.  The process of the court went
| forth to arrest the multiplied offenders.
1I'Yelnr mobs, levied from foreign -States
| cruised ahout the Territory, under color
| of the United States Huza'l'spane com-*
| itatus, destroyivg printing: presses, burn-
| ing hotels, sacking towns and villages—
in short, ih a general career of rapine and
robbery, in the name of law and order, as
defined by the Chief Justice, whoss edicts
they enforced, and by whom they in-their
turn wors upbeld in the commission of in-
caleanlable. villainy.- Ope.ivstance ' that
fell under my observation, Iwill give as
an illustration of the infinite inhumanity,
the various and ontrageons cruglty, com-
monly practiced under the pretextof sery-
ing writs, as well as of the writs them-
selves.

A charge of treason was tromped u
against two men, They were forthwi
seized by a deputy marshal and his posse,
their limbs lr::dad with heavy iron
chains, and themselves dragged, literally
dragged nlong the earth, a distance of
more than fifty miles. Bail was dectin-
ed, and they were commisted to prison,
Term followed term, yet no indictment
| was found. After many monthsof wea-

ry confinement, sick and lmpoverished,
| they wera reluctiotly discharged, no one
| appearing to prosecute them. This in-

stance will serve to show, that the pro.
| cess of the court was a mere prewext to
| get podsession of the persons whose influ-
| ence the Government hiad reason to fear.
| The President f the United States cheer-
| ed -on this dinbolical business, with spe-

cial proclamations, with money, and with
| arms, and with men. The Surveyor’s Gen-

eral’s office, under the anspices of Cal-
houn, was used 48 a reeruiting station, and
the Gavernment funds to pay the recruits.
A system of eapionage was, instituted, in
the post-offices, the mails habitually ran-
sacked, and offensivé matter not unfre-
quently pillaged and published. Batter-
ies of cantonon the banks of the Mis-
souri river, the ordinary roate to the Ter-
ritory, effectually closed it to emigration,
The route through Nebraska, the only
| practicabls one left, was guarded by squad-
| rons of dragoons. Trains of emigrants,
| irrespeative of their charneter or intentions,
| were stopped, and both persons and_prop-
| erty seized and detained. Meantime a
| rendezvous was opened at  Oxford—since
| s0 prolific of election returns—to recruita
| militia force from Missouri, with which
| to desolate the obuoxious settlemenis of
the Territory, while in this enfeebled
| condition, beyond the hops of recovery.

This ermy, when, afterseveral weeks, it

took up the line of march for theiuterior,

numbered twenty-seven hundred mep,
| well armed, and fortified with eight peices
' of cannon belongimg te the Btate of
| Missouri. About this time, August, 1858,
{ the most frightful scenc of all our history
| occurred—the sack ol Leavenworth. A
| mob, underthe lead of a Federal office-
| holder, (hie'is still one) assisted in com-
| muod by other persons, who have since by
| virtue of their service, on this occasion,
| beeu rewarded with lucrative places un-

der the present Administration, took pos-
| session of the city. Tnpocent men were
| butchered by daylight in the open streets,
women and children were forced at the
| puint of the bayonet, to fly from their

I i
| homes ; larger numbers of citizens were

tempories, were alike cut short in this, cousirained to leave the country, in order

to save their lives ; the stores, warehouses

and private dwellings of the gily were
i forced open, and their valuable contents
| distributed among this ruffian band. Some

persons, with thelr families, sought shelt- |
ter in a Uvited States garrison close at
{ hand. They were shorily ordered sway.
| It may well be imagined with what feel-
ings of mortification this little band of
sufferers, turned away from the flag of their
country, ample indeed to protect an Amer-
{ ican citizen from ipdignity, ivany part of
{ the world, save bis own. The whole
| country was infested with roving bands of
{ rafians, Marnifold and most foul mur-

ders were committed. Loog afterwards,
llhe bodies of missiag men were found
| unburied where they fell, This desper-

i

Nor this alon u_—!,!ga.
sgo, Nor this e. In this
month, an intermediate work oOf mest
fearful augury has n. The Lécom
ton Constitution has been framed:
President sends it bare, as the finale of Lhe
Kapses troubles,. It will be observed thas
Ido not present that Copstitution,, al-
thongh I am the o of that pebple.
upom this ficor. That blow ontheir ri
cannot be sirickem through me.: -Oe
the other band, in the course of my: du-
ty, I hive had occasion from time. to
time tolay before this House much perti
vent testimony against il : protests from
the people by iheir conventions, prot
from the P\‘a by their Legislature, *in-
ddicating the indignant and “almost 7 unEni-
mons disspproval of 4t by thosss®who s
falsely said to have framed it, aud for
whose benefit it is with still greater falsi-
ty said to be intended. Thelaw to which
this instroment is refarable, was- enactad
in Fébarary of 1857. The Legislaturein
which it originated consisted of a Coun-
cil chosen on the 30th of March, 1855,
still hiolding over, and a Housé of Repre-
sentatives, choéen in ' O¢tober, 1858, vunder
the operation of thetestoaths, I shall be
told that Congress has pronouneed this Le-
islature walid, and their laws bindivg
ﬁama'y be #o. This assumption is-in fact
the -ground-work of all “the’ assauls
against the cause of popular rights in the
Territory. Bat T deny that such an ac-
tion o1 the lm:l’ Coungress can estopthe
people of from plesding the facts
of the case,

Congress cannot change truth into
falsehiood, nor falsehood into truth.
These qualities are inherent in the es.
senceof things; they are indestractable,
unchangeable, and oterpal. The people
of Eansas will maintain, doggedly if you
please, the truth of their history, though
every Congress for a century to -come,
should vainly seek to falsify it by short-
sighted attempts to evact right into
wrong.

The uvsurpation of March, 1855 is a

rsistent truth. It cannot be forgotten,

t must not be jgnored. It taints withits

pestilent touch every subsequent act of
the Territorial Government, from the day
on which it wassiezad, to.the day when
the last ballot- box was stuffed, and the
last return forged to complete a simula-
ted showing in bebalf of the Lecompton
Constitation.

Although T deny that the conditionarof
valid law are to be found in thess enact-
mauts, or that they were entitled to mnore
attention thun the people, from motives
of convenience or policy, might choose to
renderthem, yet, for the sake of this dis-
cussion, I am wiiling to yield what geén-
tlemes on the other side claim on this
point. -From it, let them defend this
Constitutidn if they can.

1 assert, in'the first place, that the Leg-
islature contemplated the commisdon of
a gross fraud when it passed the aet to
provide for the Convention. Theevidence
of thisis apparent from reading the law
itaelf.

The first section provides that * it shall
be the duty of the sherifls of the several
countiesof the Territory, and they are
hareby required, between the first day of
March and the. first day of April, eighteen
hupdred and fifty seven,to make anena-
meration of all the free white male inhab-
itants, citizens of the United States, over
twenty-one years of age, and all other
white persofis) notually resident in- their
several counties, &c,” .

Section two provide, that in case of a
vacancy In the office of the sheriff, these
duties shall be performed by-the judge of
probate, &e.

The third section provides that it shall
be the daty of "this officer to file in the of.
fice of probmte, on or before the tenth of
April, a full and complete list of all the
qualified voters, in their respective coun-
ties on the finst of April, eighteen-hun-
dred and fifty-seven, which lis: shall ex-
hibit ina fair and legible hand; the
names of all such qualified voters,

Section seventh provides for an_appor:
%jnnmen: on the basis of this returmed
18},

| ate condition of thiuge, forced the rural

Saction eig hth provides that e person

After reciting the facts asthey transpired | population to abandon their homes, and | ghali vote unless hisname appears on the
in respect to the manner of the election of | seek safety in fortilied camps, The iv- | corrected list.

the Legislature, they repudiated its enact- | dustrial interests of the country paralyz- |
ments, and deciared themselves relessed | ed,wank became wide-spread, Ihave not| Territory as follows: Doniphan County

The nincteenth section districts the

from any obligation to ackuowledge or| fime to note particularly the many affect- | shall constitute the st election district ;

respect its assumed anthority, ~ An issue
was thus made up, on the validity of this’
legislation. Those who mainfained this

{ing and deplorable incidenta that mark

Imu reign of terror. It wss pmxnnmd|
through masy anonths, abated somewhat, |

Brown and Nemahs, the second ; Atchi.
son, the third ; Leavenworth, the fourth ;
Jefferson, the fifth ; Calhoun, the sixth;

legislation were now reinforeed, in‘this| 10 meet the exigencies of a _pending | Mamhall, the seventh-, Riley,the eighth;
{ Presidontial election, but renewing ltselfi Johuson, the ninth ; Dougles, the tenth ;

behalf, by a new and powerful ally, the
President of the United States. Already

within the spell of that fataity, &hich |

hurried him rapidly downward throngh
every n of sentiment, until; from
the pride of the nation, he became its
shame and reproach, he struck boldly out
with the wili arm of Government, in
behailf of this great wrong. Tnstractions
were given to the Territorial Execulive
to enforce the laws, -They were rapidly
reduced to practice, and a state of war su-
pervened. In the month of December,
twelve bundred men, recrmited in the
State of "Missouri, i response to the call
of the Govemner, mﬂ in Kansas and
were enrolled as s _militia, They
were led against a village of the interior,
the nutlens of a New Engiand scttles
ment, ob the specious™ plea that the in-
habitants were hostiie w0 the pretended
laws. For some time, this infuriate force
invested the devoted town, and ravaged
the adjscent country. On this occasion
the first innocent blood was spilled.” The
first victim fell by the hand of a Federal
office-holder, then, ashe is now, a recipi-
ent of the confidence as well as the pat-
ro of the'Administration, - proh:h

siter

any accountability for this dreadful crime.
Amid the gloomy forebodings of i ex-
citement, we enteréd on the year 1855.

The co.ordinnte branches of the locsl

Goverument vied with the Executive in| terposed

ostitating their functions in this unho-
Em “The' most powz:!hll h‘rln:-.t.

on. which :framed it wes fraugluiontly | its infamous xeal. The o
. fonatitnted, wnd. that the plan of its. pre- | had, fu fa ,mlE-pyf : Wlm“
t:i;..g'fj"‘“'““"' us, and cou. | g .-@-!‘0“ ice, by }ﬂdiﬂs"
the & theat by which to ‘ciresravent | gdvance sy case, infavor of the va-
the hooPle. In support of this wiew, in | lidity of the Taw, <o o

place let me récar briefly to some | - be ruled that a refasalto ackoow-
I =Bt events in our history, becauss ledge the binding: character of the local
i Fubmis, that no ] “intel. was dragson. the Unit-
ﬁ,ﬂ”"‘:,ﬂmbm_mhq-'m'ﬁi; judicial solecism was
Sghe o ng&lbs Y I8 | practidally applied. ~ Grind Juries, pack-

with more orless fury, after that motive

time of my (his) inaguration.” Twelve
wooths have solled by since he sscend-
ed tha scat of power, and what is_ths
copdition of Kansas now? How have
we profited by “this change ? Have we
less of lb:ﬁlamﬂigmmd corrupt crew of
Federal ofiicials, whose presence has £
long eursed the country 7 Not_only do
the old offendera remain, but new appoints
mentx have been made, if rmi stble, more
insulting, ~intolerable, and outragecus,
than the precedi ;

of fitness bas been sought for or applied,
save a clear complicity with the crimesd
that have characterized lha“c:reér of the
Administration party in ‘Territory..
Most of these appointees arein. this city
to-day, grngl;:m mmhg ull:u.nd ven-
geance of the iding here, in the
shadow of m.ﬂm ouse. Oue of
thess sppointoes, at the time of his ap
‘pointment, stood indidd'iotnudnund1
other beinous cximes. This fack was no-

torious, the President knew it, The ap
then tha lav

niment was made, and -

m imiztion. has boam: uaed
Bu W‘ dw
schemes of the Pro-Slivery party. Did

' on'the beneh, o darken snd de-

the bighest ofices of-human intel- | |

Shawnee, Richardson and Davis, eleventh;

for moditied action had pussed: mway. ! Lykins, the twelfth; Fraoklin the thir-
These occnrrences which I bave r_np:d]y! teenth ; Weeller, Breckenridgs,” Wise and
El_anccu at, make what the*President, in| Madison; the fourteenth ; Butler and Cof-

isannual message, i3 pleased to siylé  fey, the fiteenth ; Linn, the sixteenth;
“the alarming condition of Kansss'at the | Y

Anderson, the sevenieenth ; Bourbon,
MecGee, Dunn and Allen, the eightsenth ;
Woodward, Wilson, Godirry, Gresnwood,’
and Hunter, the nineteenth. ¥ !

Four other counties—to wit : Clay,
Dickesnson, Washitgton and Pottowotte-
watomie—are not g0 much as mentioned
in the Jaw. What I wish to call particy-
Iar attention to,is the fact, conclusive of
frawd by the Legislature, that fourteen of
the connties thus énumerted, were with-
oul apy county organization, andofoturse
without s sheriff or ﬁ;bg,u j and
therefore destitute of the only

y provided by law for takibg the census
been done-deliberately, as no provision is
anywhere made forsucha thing asan un-'
organized county. Fifteen counties were
;hm'b“! ;
Jrom any possible
ceeding. " In addition to this, it |
on the returns beingy miads, that in the
mmdﬁ' idge, (orzanized counties,) the of-
ficers had ] to take A census and reg-

fourteen

istration.  Hore then, we have
whatever for a ceusasdnd °

1 snd four counties mot - al
I gy g -
o, and o e el e o

e by, the Legislstury. . To this-is to be’
ViR ey i
of ‘disfranchised connties “smounts to

whole number into which the Termitory is
divideds 2] ey S oond T

st this
Setentn

Tact, “In the élestinn of October the

nct, undes &, lev . prescobing. & six

gty el

moukbs previons residence,
meiry thocs sseand, o
observed that every one who was eb
tled to votein October wonld have
a voler ot the-election of to
the Convention, if his name had. been
registered.  So far,. then, from the voting
population of -those townps baving been in-
significant, it is quite certain, on the other
hand, that if this vote bad been polled,
a8 we are bourd fo presume it would haye
‘been if an oportamity had been afforded,
it was of snfficient strength - to:  have
h ihe face of the Copvention. -1If
we take ioto. consideration the fact that
three-quarters and more of this vote cast
i’ October, on'in issue i¥olving this Bel
uent—as [ aball presently show—it may
“be ressonably inferred that the exclusion
of it made thie political eomplexion of
the Conslilnliona?‘ Convention what it was,
Pro-Slavery. ' In regard {o- the other
countiesin which the census and Tegris-
tration was pretended to be performed,
I have only to say that there was well-
grounded “compluint, The registmtion
wis partial, imperfect, and to some extent
frandulent.. The azgregate of registerad
votes was ning thousand and npwards,
The election was held in June, uninter-
ruptedly,'s6' fat ‘a8'T have heard. The
Convenlion recéived less than two thousand
votes. DButthe question is frequently put,
why did younét-vote?  For'two reasons;
first we cousidered the. whole stheme to
be a conspiracy, with which it was dange-
rous to he complicated ; and, secondly,
we relied on ‘the distinét snd emphatie
pledge ‘of the President, given through
Gen, Walker, that we shounld be protect-
od in our reserved right of voting, for or
against the instrument, when it should
pass from the hands of the Convention:
A'larze mujority of the people no doubt,
were lullediidto indifference, or deinded
into inaction by this pledge of the Prosi-
dent, authoratively rendered them,

“‘T'he Convenlion was organized in Sep-
tember, but adjourned to await the issue
of the October election. For the first
time in the history of the country the par-
ties met at the polls, after a long yet
peaceful canyass, in the full enjoymentof
the right of suffrage. The result undeni-
ably indicated public opinion. The Pree
Stateparty bore off the victory by 5,000
majority. No issue of the éanvass was
more widely discussed aud beiter under-.
stood, than that which pertained to this
Convention. The so.called Democratic
party endorsed it and their candidate for
Congress, openly declared that he would
if elected, advocate the admission of the
State underit, whether it was submitted
to the people ornot.  On the other hand,
the Free State party through their Bepre-
sentative, declared the Convention to be &
fraud to the bottom, from which nothing
could originate that deserved their respect;
and ' that' the Constitution, if submitted
to the action of thé people, should, ‘be
trampled down ; and if not submitted to
the people, they had the pledge of the
President that Congress should reject
it, or at lenst’ his influence to that end.
This popular monition ‘was not thrown
away on the Convention itself. When
they met amain, it was under rhe protect-
ion of the United States army. Hence-
forth its sessions were thas protected, On
the Tthof November, the Convention fin-
ished i's work and adjourned. The Con-
stitution they had framed was not submit,
ted to -a vote of the people, for approval
or rejection—nor was any .substantivé
part of it thyssubmitted. - A propositicn
relative to the future imporistion of
slaves was submitted ; but the disposi-
tion of that, whatever it ‘might be, could
in no maoner affect the status of the - ne-
gro under the {uture State Goyvernment.
Slavery was throughly engrafted in tha in-
strument. For these reasons, the people
despise and abhor this Constitution,

This fact cannot be doubted. I was
proven by the election in October last, it
was demonstrated by the joint resolutions
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:; it wi\{;g ure,

boen | modity report, made inthe Senate by Mr.

_ e, PARROT'T, Corainly, with plese
““Mr. PEYTOX. ¥ soé from ‘the mis

Douglas, that in the sighteen conntios reg-
istered there werp nivety-six bundred
votes polled against the Constitution on
the 4th of' Junnary] that' the ‘cénsus
showed nine thousnd: two' hundred: and
e ot e
Pro-slay rty.polled sixty-sevan hun-
dmd_'m::?ﬁ:rg@ Congtitntion. 8o

the vote pollad” agsifst the Constitution
on the 4th of January was four or five
‘bupdred more than-the whole pumber of
registered voters,. Now, [ want to kng
if these six _thousand seven handred’

round and voted against the Consritution
on the 4th of January, or are thers six-
teen or seventesn thouzand volers in the
counties? - i 7 » 573 i

. Mr. PARROTT. I would say to my
friend (rom Kentucky, that I am coming
to that point. Undonbtedly thére are
not 50 many volers in the registered coun-
ties. _A commission  appointed. by the
Legislature of - Kansas, composed of _most
relinble men, have had this subjert under
investigation, It appears from their re.
port, basedon the testimony of the judges
and clerks of some of the election pre-
cinets, that, of the 6,000 votes and up-
wards, cast in December, nearly one-half
were frandulent,  These fraudulent votes
too, were discovered mainly.at three pre.
cincte. . Of the votes cast, or pretended to
be cast, on the 21st of December, nearly
one-balf—3,012—were obtdined at the
precinets of Oxford, Shawnee and Kickn.
poo, in this proportion: Oxford, 1,266;
Shawnee, 729; and Kickapoo, 1017. A
recent census of these precinots showsthe
whole number of white ®unbabitants in
Oxford to be forty-seven; in Stiawnee, one
hundred; and in Kickapoo, not to exceed
three hundreed. Is is safe, therefore, to
say that, of the whole number of votes
cast, on the 21st of December, not over
two thousand were polled by actual citi-
zens of thie Territory. This will account
for the apparent surplus as to the regis-
tered vote,

I msy be allowed to say farther, in this
connection, that the very valuable labor
of the commission to which I have ad-
verted, discloses the precise manner, in
some instances, in which this vote was
gotten up. It was forged. The names
of those who committed the crime are in
the evidence. No candid man who reads
that testimouy ean have a doubt left in
bis mind of the unscrupulpus character of
these elections.

What is said of the eleetion of the 21st

ber iu nlso applicable to the elec-
tion .of the 4th-January, - By such fla-
graot frauils as these, the impression was
sought to be made upon the country that
there was popilar support given to this
Constitation in the Territory.

Mr. PEYTON, (interrupting.) In the
election of Siate officers, how did it hap-
pen that they polled only 4,000 votes in
the same counties where they polled 8,600
votes against the Constitution ?

Mr. PARROTT. The gentlemnn is in
error-es to the number of votes polled for
State officers. It was over six thousand,
I believe—less by several thousand, cer-
tainly, than the vote agninst the Constitu-
tion. Thatisexplained in thisway: The
regular Convention of the Free Siate par-

, decided mot to cootest the election,
me g_entlcmen. dissatisfied with ' this
gl{‘&f, t!ll'k t&e‘maﬂm of the decision, or

th, too responsibility of putting a
ticket inthe fleld.. It was genemlly de
pominated © the bolter's ticket.” I men-
tion this fact to ghow that it did not se-
cure the united vote of the Anti-Lecomp-
ton men, and hencs fell below the vote
cast against the Coustitation on the same
occasion,

I have gove farenough into this matter,
;o show that this Ccnltllutio;, so far from

aving any among the e, in
in I’lctg abh '?ur:.ll‘::d rapuilmd' F:;Pl}hln

of the representatives of the people
assembled - in the Territoiral Legisla-
ture, which 4 have bad the homor to
present to this House, and which now
stand on your records; it was® demon-
strated last and bestof all by a specifie
vota to that effect on the 4th of January
last, under s law of the Legislature, when.
more than ten thousand votes were given
against it. Onthe other hand, the Le-
compton party has, with characteristie
reckiessness, perpetrated the most gigan-
tic fraudsin the ballot-box,. iu. order to
fabricate n showing of popularity for their
scheme, Atthe pretended submission of
the Constitation it December, there was
for. the. Constitulion, witly Slovery, 6,143 |
votes ; for the Consfitution without Slave-
ry, 508 wotes. T all, about 7,000, &f
“which s msjority of 5,500 was in"favor of
“Mr. UNDERWOOD; (intérrupting.) 1
desire -to obtgin, from the gentleman a
statement of fact to which my attention
was particularly called, in the course of
¥y remarks
e Y . mb;‘:l,u-".ﬁ h:‘m
majority given e Axnti-Lecomptou-_
ites a& the eloction of the i_!}l.;ol'_.!mﬂ:
I with the gentleinen to give us the .
fit of his knowledge as tothe fraudulency
or-the faimess of that vole,
How many, if any; of that wote, bave
been ascertained subsequ to the vote
to be fraudulent? -1 should be glad to

ﬁlﬁnm;wummm.t
Yots, . . =z

It is branded with the ineffaceable badges
of fraud in ité ingeption, progress, and
consummation.

Now, I to you, tatives
of the people, to know whether, with the
evidences of frand standing thick npon it,
you can give it the sacction of your sup-
port? 17 you do, you will force the State
into the Union' agsinst her wishes; and
stieh & unjon, withaat harmony or affecs
tion, will breed immedicable distempers
in the body politic.

You may pass-this Constitution, but [
pespectfully submis thas it is beypod even
ot poser to make s umeat under

It 38 bat g &h akiom of-mﬁ.
litical theory, to say that there can bé no.

pecple, Yes; you s this Cousti-
Hutide, at (s paogle. who are thns per-
fdiously be éd ‘will never-allow it to
stadd betwesn them and the

inestimable
ights which they. have been taught to| 7
yesterdsy. ' The gentleman defepd
thousand |

you e _
American citizeng will tamely submit to.

"' thunties named in ‘the set, bit with 1o ‘i:u-ﬁ

twenty-one ; thatis, more shun balf the [ the

objection, i 1 said that’

--

- Mr. ' PEYTOR,

»
-

il 4 o ._: : :1“‘.'; sazeasd 4 Jan

- | Better, far betier, would it be,in-my
opinion, that the sumny -of pur mag-
nificent Mediterranean Territory. shou

¢lare my confident conviction, in this pres-

R it ,
N
T

which ‘can alons render
or evon tolerable to an American citizen

tn he the metive power. Coercion is waf
complished?

a return to the right rule of Taw.  Fmar

and a zeal not accusiomed to calculata i

constitutional rights s res

sow infirmities in the spirit of your ad
versary !

lutionary in their eonduct apd opini
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sion to_the inextingufshable shame which
the' passage of this messure’ will entail | draw
upon us:and eur-children sftdr .. 1 1 5

be stricken with the waste of the desért,

Kvawing something of The reat spirit of
that peaple, stesled s it e been to sui-
fering by vears of patient fortitude, L de-

nﬁﬂm they cannot_be drazocned jnto
afame complisnce with this great wrong.

ters, whe xoted. for the J on Cou-
stitglion on the 21st of mmﬁl f

Most’ wonderfal of all is it that this
measure shauld be mistaken for-one of
peace. - Peace from injustice | peacs. from
oppression and frand | peace from the de-
struction, in fact, of the great principle of
popular government, the efijoyment of
pence honorable

So far from bringing peace, [ submit
that this is » measure of unrest, A gov.
ernment is propnsed, of which coercion s

What has the coercion of years past ag- |°
Nob.a government; but a
necessity anly for furthér coefcion, or for

vel much to see tha Seuth, illuminated by
the historic halo of good deeds done in
the name of Freedom, rich .in the treas.
ured fame of the pure and lofty men she
has fresly given up 1o the cavse of the
Republie in all times of peril, cherishing
not wofairly lofty ‘conceptions of honor,

the cause of truth, now moving forward
in a solid column, lowering her crest, and
with averted eyves joining battle for:a
canse that has nothing of right, and still
legs of favarable interest to her institn.
[ tions, inyolved in jts proposed success. |
say to her, respect{ufty, that there is per-
fidy in this business, and such perfidy s
will return to plague her when 100 late to
retrace the step she is now taking. When

od, | the ple of Karisas
can with ill grace, I submit, afford to deny s
that boon to others, under any pretence,
however specious. Beware how you

Ihe I’rulident basseen fit, in bi:lmnn‘::
an cinl messa to st e t
puopl?a.;r Kunu'f’r’-bammﬂnnnd revo-

T should Nke, if thue e
e e AN or} .

ty, and Lacompion, fhe et %

>e—7rn ik =Y

Faoke Wi 1“‘ = . now m-ﬁ. l ity at
::m'm &ﬁmr -Nmﬂm _ ':  ded bar, o candidate for hobars :h :
andjold. s umreme 0. the g of | IR D ISESIIRT ANl oiet
servile labor, whether whits or e.m"uf.

wm““’.
lwdqo?. %ﬂ»ﬁ!‘h‘?a\;fu, a0
support [rom the pe t Blinks av
Hke & ennvieted fm ' b
slon of its pretensions 1o the j

I | N ng L UD-
derstand the ge s‘nn_n'n from 2
contend that the !
either lognl or legitimate; and that he,
Delegate from Kapsas, mainising, ji the
discharge of his official duty, that Constl.
tution in preference to the pton? .

Mr. PARROT. T said a motheént

that the poatl:lol’- Kansas had
withdrawn their application under, the
Topeka Constitution,  In answer further,
however, to the gentleman from Vi
I any I do, in tha discharge of my oﬂh
dity, give the Topeka Constitution vastly
the In every point of view,

.
=}

it is incomparably su; ta the one
framed at plon, 1 was going on
tn sayr a word of the attitude oreyl 3

the friends and framers of the m

Caonstitation, in relation to the Territorial
Government. Those who made and np-
held this Constitution whilst it was a liv-
ing measare. 8o far from sabverting tha
Territorial Government, hava, in- reality,
rescued it from the edinm and imbecility
i | bangath which it was prosiraté ; they have
lifked it from the ground, poured oil into
its wounds, and infused into its véing the
newness of lifs, through popular su
Nay, more: they are the ovly defenders
of it sgainst those who were its worst
enemies, while they enjoyed it by usar-
-pation; and s only ones, now that théy
oan no longer wrest ik to their unlawfal
ends. But, alas! with the departure of
the ruffian usurpation, has fled also those

th ils of i told, she will | charms which once captivated the affec.
ul;l:?;_o IR A tions of the Executive bosom. The
‘.‘ For.lkngu‘-.im: hl"l I llul my mi;ul. mm:hm no long upholds this Govern- i
Put In the vessol of my peace, . Euoungh has been uidoathiuﬁ'!jodh ¥
Only fsr tham. show you that the specifications, on whi :
Youn who ask, and justly, too, that your| the President grounids his : .

corm, 0. lneiretod ‘N fow wesede
n a8 illus by | of
O he poont of K B bises i
8 2o ave
- ﬁorbnms!:lgch for the sake of the Consti-
tuti;:dn and Union, which they revers, I
conld, if my time permitted, point to
some instances where they b:: M,‘.
outrages at the hands of the Federal su-

In his annual

had not registered themselves

ter themselves, an

of them, should “register

duty of certain municipal
1 have shown that no E

State,
Now, as respects

mmie he says, “1It is.to
be regretted that all thé qualified electonr;
A
again, that “a large portionof the citizens
of Kansas did not think proper to regis-
ity to do so
having beéen afforded,” &c. I have al-
ready shown that it was never contempla-
ted hiy the actthat the people, nor any part
¥ on
the other hand, it is made the imperative
officers. {Aguin.
T opportunity was
given to the people cither to register them-
selves—a thing not contemplated—or to
be registered by others officially assigned
to that duty; and there I leave this un:
founded insinuation.” Bul these charges
are based mainly on two ‘specifi cations:
Ist. That the people sought to subvert
the Territorigl; Govenment ; and 2od.
That they set up the Tepekn Constitution
in deflance of t'I,:e ‘General Governmant,
and with & view to formr an’ independent

: their position to the
Territorial Legislature, it casnot be de-

thorities, rather than adopt the dre
alternative of resistance toits process.
the 21st day of May they suffersd a band
of drunken biackgusrds, because a Uni-
ted States Marshal, in abuse of his su-
thority, march at their head, o ovetrun
and desolate one of the fairest and most
cherished townsof the T . Aguin,
in the same year, on the 4th of July, what
do we sea? That is p sacred day. Par-
tisan spirit, however rampant, is gane
exorcised ‘)y the shades of the

g

|

paorle had assembled
fo ‘commemorate the day, sud to exer.
cise the grest constitutional right of eon-
sulting about public affairs,
Whi'e engaged in their pions

the sun in the meridian, the rattle of ss-
raet . tho rsaantly t dlgaped 07 &
men, neembly is 1 s
regiment of Federal dragoons, !l:'n
are told that the people of Kansas are
revolutionary, when thess atts of

]
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nied, and least of all by me, that they
have been persistently hostile to that
body, while it was an imposed and nsurp-
ing assemblage. Kvowing it to be the
creaturs of fraud, they could rot recog-
nizs it without becoming sccessory after
the fact to the great crimecharged’against
it, But this opposition hkes been Jimited
1o & non-recoguition gf its validity—to
action of a negative kind merely. On
the other hand, this Government is in.

in servile complisnce to the dogmstic

upce of his demands?

1

fidelity to two noted pletiges, this
tution weald pever
of the i

But for his in-

ple for its existence so long

had ¢

1t was framved and

e o s
ascustomed

opendency of the

debted to the loyal forbearanice of the peo-
They eounld
bave swept it from their soil lopg ere thia.J

chosen. - This is all; and if thisl
be revolution, rebellion, or fresson, I own. |
‘my participation in it, without fesr and
witheut sbame.  But the Topeka Consti-
Goverument without the copsent of the |

&Q'll‘ -I ?Iﬂ _..I_l = 2 30
held in striet subor- | 7
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What gze the facts in rel:gu Woiof b
? Th net, framed - Pori. Ove
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